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Abstract

“ Vaccination coverage for priority vaccines, such as those against influenza and pneumonia, has
persistently remained low in China. This rate is significantly below the global average and even trails many
developing countries, resulting in a substantial dual burden of disease and economic cost. Proactive
recommendation by physicians is widely recognized as a key intervention to improve vaccination uptake;
however, current practices of vaccine recommendation by physicians in China are far from adequate.
Drawing on the literature and expert interviews, this paper identifies five major barriers that hinder vaccine
recommendation among Chinese physicians: the absence of statutory responsibilities, insufficient knowl-
edge, risk-averse hesitancy, lack of incentives, and inconvenient clinical infrastructure. By examining the
experiences of the United Kingdom, Singapore, and Brazil, this policy brief proposes five policy recom-
mendations to encourage physicians to play a more active role in encouraging vaccine uptakes. These
include: establishing graded and clearly defined vaccine recommendation duties with clarified liability
boundaries to address physicians' concerns; providing decision-support tools and training to strengthen
physicians' competencies in integrating preventive and clinical care; adopting vaccine prescription as a
strategic instrument, implemented through general practitioners and specialists by category, to institution-
alize vaccine recommendation; promoting free vaccination policies for healthcare workers and developing
performance-based incentive mechanisms to reinforce the drivers of recommendation; and enhancing
interoperability between clinical and vaccination information systems while encouraging the establishment
of hospital-based vaccination clinics to facilitate seamless recommendation practices.
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