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Abstract

“ Compared to young and middle-aged adults, older adults bear a higher disease burden and lower immunity
against viruses. Some epidemics are more likely to outbreak in places where the elderly gather, such as nursing homes.
To address this, it is crucial to refine vaccination planning for the elderly and enhance their vaccine access and aware-
ness. Many developed and some developing countries have integrated several essential vaccines into their National
Immunization Programs (NIPs) targeting older adults. Key practices to boost vaccination rates among older adults in
these countries include disseminating and updating scientific evidence on relevant vaccines, introducing key vaccines
for older adults to NIP, and issuing recommendations from physician groups and professional organizations for vacci-
nation among older adults. Even though a broad range of vaccines are available for all age groups in China, some
policy and financing issues have resulted in low vaccination rates among older adults. It is recommended to strengthen
evidence-based support, improve vaccine accessibility and affordability, and promptly establish a comprehensive
vaccination service system that ensures coverage for the entire population throughout their lifetime.
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